I                                   ERFURT,   OLMttTZ,  DRESDEN

prevent Protestant Prussia from observing the favourable
opportunity, and to deceive the King till it was over.    To
('                    this very day I do not know whether he was a catholicis-

!                    ing opponent of Prussia, or only bent upon maintaining

his position with the King.*    It is certain that he made
I                    a skilful keeper of the mediaeval wardrobe in which the

I                     King dressed up his fancies, and contributed thereby to

4                    make the King dawdle away the opportunities for practi-

!                     cal intervention in the development of the present, over

historical questions of form, and reminiscences of the an-
nals of the Empire. The tempus utile for setting up the
alliance of the three Kings was filled up in a dilatory
manner with incidental questions of form, till Austria was
once more strong enough to prevail upon Saxony and
Hanover to withdraw, so that the two co-founders of this
triple alliance fell away at Erfurt. During the Erfurt
parliament, at a social gathering at General von Pfuel's
house, the conversation turned on confidential reports re-
ceived by certain deputies as to the strength of the Aus-
trian army assembling in Bohemia to serve as a counter-
poise and corrective to the parliament. Various figures

* General Gerlach wrote, in August 1850, as follows (DenkwHrdig-
keiten, i. p. 514): 'The King's respect for Radowitz depends upon two
things. In the first place, his apparently acutely logical and mathematical
mode of reasoning, by means of which his un-ideaed indifference enables
him to avoid any possibility of contradicting the King. In this mode of
thinking, so entirely opposed to his own current of ideas, the King sees a
proof of the accuracy of his own calculations, and thus considers himself
sure of his ground. Secondly, the King considers his ministers (and me
also) as brute beasts, for the very reason that they have to settle with him
practical current affairs, which never correspond with his own ideas. He
does not believe that he has the capacity of making these ministers obedient
to him, nor even the capacity of finding others; he therefore gives up the
attempt, and fancies he has found in Radowitz a man able to restore
Prussia, making Germany his starting-point, as Radowitz himself has con-
fessed point-blank in his Deutschland und Friedrich Wilhelm IVS
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